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PRESIDENT SIGNS NAFTA BILL INTO LAW;
DE LA GARZA EXPECTS U.S. AGRICULTURE TRADE GAINS
For immediate release, Wednesday, December 8, 1993
WASHINGTON -- House Agriculture Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza,
D-Texas, said President Clinton's signing of the legislation to implement the North
American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) marks a "major step toward securing the
economic future of the United States, Mexico and Canada."
Rep. de la Garza was in Washington Wednesday to witness President Clinton
signing the NAFTA measure into law. The U.S.-Mexico-Canada trade agreement will
go into effect January 1, 1994.
"The approval of NAFTA marks a major step toward securing the economic
future of the United States, Mexico and Canada. The challenge ahead of us now is
to properly implement this agreement and to make it work to all three countries'
economic and environmental benefit," said Rep. de la Garza.
NAFTA is expected to expand U.S. agricultural exports to the growing Mexican
consumer market. According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S.
agricultural exports should increase by as much as $2.5 billion annually when NAFTA
is fully implemented at the end of its 15-year transition period.
"I believe American agriculture will be a big winner under NAFTA. Many of
our exports to Mexico will begin to grow immediately after NAFTA goes into effect.
But even more gains will be realized over time as the Mexican standard of living
improves. Greater U.S. agricultural exports means more income from the
marketplace for American producers, lower spending on farm programs and job
creation here at home," said Rep. de la Garza.
The landmark trade agreement is also expected to be a boost for economic
growth and improved environmental conditions in areas like South Texas that are
along the U.s.-Mexico border.
"NAFTA paves the way for greater trade opportunities and greater attention
to environmental conditions all along the border, and particularly in South Texas.
I will continue working in Congress to make sure appropriate funding is provided
to improve border crossing facilities and deal with the environmental hazards the
border region faces," said Rep. de la Garza.
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